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Sustainable Clonakilty Submission to Skibbereen Electoral Area Local Area Plan Public Consultation Draft
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Sustainable Clonakilty 
Email: sustainableclon@gmail.com
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100001695188106

Webpage: www.sustainableclon.com 

Tel: 023-8853986 (Chairperson) /  023 883 524 (Secretary)

Registered Office:11 Redwood Park, Clonakilty, Co. Cork

1
Introduction

1.1
Sustainable Clonakilty is a community group established in 2006, with the aim of reducing local contributions to climate change and dependence on diminishing resources, principally oil. Sustclon Ltd was registered as a company limited by guarantee on 4th  November 2008. The company trades under the name Sustainable Clonakilty and has charitable status: Chy 18535. Currently, 720 persons are affiliated with our Facebook page. 

1.2
Our Clonergy 2020 project aims to enable the transition of Clonakilty and the surrounding areas to energy neutrality by 2020 with a view to:

· Providing a stable and predictable energy supply to the town and surrounding area, at stable prices

· Retaining money spent on energy in the local economy

· Creating local employment.

· Encouraging eco-tourism

· Promoting environmental benefits.
This will be achieved by: (i) conservation of energy where possible; (ii) community generation of energy from locally sourced renewable resources; and (iii) production of renewable energy at household level. 

We received funding from Failte Ireland (via the Clonakilty Chamber of Tourism) in 2008, to conduct an Energy Audit of Clonakilty to provide baseline energy consumption figures for the town and thus enable us to predict our energy requirements and measure progress. Clonakilty Town Council, at its meeting in August 2008 unanimously supported our application for community funding to facilitate a delegation to travel to Güssing, a town the same size as Clonakilty in Austria, which has reduced its carbon emissions by 93% over the course of 15 years and created over 1,000 jobs through embracing renewable energy technology. A very fruitful visit took place in November 2008. The Town Mayor, two Counsellors and the Town Clerk accompanied Sustainable Clonakilty. The delegates were confident that Clonakilty can mirror the achievements of Gussing.


A  €30,000 study - with 90% of the funds granted by the West Cork Development Partnership and supplementary funds provided by Clonakilty Town Council and Sustainable Clonakilty – is about to be published. Delap Waller EcoCo consultants have evaluated the renewable energy resources within a 15 km radius of Clonakilty and have developed a ‘roadmap’ showing how those resources can be harnessed to meet  local  energy supply needs. The study findings are referred to in our recommendations below.
1.3
Food Sub-Group: Sustainable Clonakilty is also actively engaged in initiatives to promote  local food production and community supported agriculture. This includes the promotion of “50 Mile Meals” available on the menus of a dozen restaurants and cafés in Clonakilty. Cork County Council Local Agenda 21 funding has assisted the establishment of Community Gardens as well as the production of an up-to-date Clonakilty map.
1.4
Transport Sub-Group: This was established in November 2010 to complement the Energy Neutral vision, since one third of energy outputs in the Clonakilty area are attributable to transport. It aims to promote increased use of public and non-car transport, including the promotion of car pooling, walking buses for school children, etc. A detailed set of proposals were submitted to Bus Eireann in December 2010.

1.5
 Sustainable Clonakilty welcomes this opportunity to comment on and to offer suggestions in relation to the Skibbereen Electoral Area Local Area Plan Public Consultation Draft
2
Recommendations
2.1
Renewable Energy

2.1.1
The Skibbereen Electoral Area Local Area Plan Public Consultation Draft does not include a sustainable energy strategy. While the supplementary Environmental Report on the plan notes Delivering a Sustainable Energy Future for Ireland - The Energy Policy Framework 2007-2020 as a key reference document, none of the environmental report’s ‘Environmental Objectives’ (pp 159-165 ) address energy conservation, energy production from renewable resources, or reduced dependence on oil or other non-renewable energy sources. The Climate Change Response Bill 2010 proposes that public bodies specify the measures they will take to achieve reductions in emissions ‘aimed at furthering transition to a low carbon, climate resilient and environmentally sustainable economy’. Additionally, the National Climate Change Strategy 2007-2012 (Chapter 11) stresses  the need to ‘take long-term view having regard to likely future commitments and the economic imperative for early action [in relation to climate change]; as well as ‘the promotion of sustainable development, including through integration of climate change considerations into all policy areas’ (p 15). The National Climate Change Strategy highlights the vital planning role of local authorities in reducing greenhouse gas emissions (p 37).
2.1.2
Sustainable Clonakilty recommends that the Skibbereen Electoral Area Local Area Plan (hereafter SEALAP) promote, as a priority, community resilience and competitiveness through energy neutrality. Such an approach has the potential to generate considerable agricultural, service sector and tourism based employment as well as contributing to national environmental policies and targets.
2.1.3 
More specifically, we recommend that the SEALAP support efforts to establish Clonakilty as a SEAI Sustainable Energy Zone by endorsing the Clonergy 2020 2020 vision. We recommend that the SEALAP designate Clonakilty and its environs as a ‘Green Development Area’ or ‘Sustainable Energy Zone’ for the development of the renewable energy / energy efficiency / green sectors. Local production of energy would not only generate local jobs, but by supplying cheaper and secure energy, would make the Clonakilty area more competitive and more attractive to new businesses as well as attracting eco-tourism. 
The Clonergy 2020 study estimates that the implementation of the Roadmap will result in the creation of up to 170 jobs locally for the construction, operation & maintenance of renewable energy systems as well as for the production and supply of biomass fuels. This level of economic activity will contribute to the generation of local wealth and revenue for the state and local authorities in terms of income tax, corporation tax, VAT and business rates. The Renewable Energy Roadmap details a 10-year plan to achieve energy neutrality by 2020 on the basis of an intensive energy saving campaign and aggressive renewable energy development programme. The Renewable Energy Roadmap has identified the requirement for a total capital investment of circa €100 million over the next 10 years in renewable energy infrastructure, including generation, storage, distribution and control systems, of which an estimated 30 to 50% of that investment being retained within the regional economy. The RE Roadmap will generate an annual revenue from the sale of energy (electricity, heat, biogas) in the region of €60 million and an expenditure of up to €20 million, most of which will be in salaries for the operation and maintenance of RE systems and sourcing of biomass fuels. In addition, it is estimated that the energy saving campaign will result in a total reduction in energy expenditure of over €40 million by 2020, which can be returned to the local economy instead of being drained out of the Irish economy due to our national 90% dependency on fuel imports. (A copy of the finalised Clonakilty Renewable Energy Roadmap report will be available on request from Sustainable Clonakilty by end January 2011)
2.1.4
Practically, the SEALAP can support the Clonakilty Renewable Energy Roadmap by:

a) Designating zones  for the installation and operation of centralised Renewable Energy (RE) plants within the periphery of the urban centres within the Clonakilty district (Clonakilty town, Timoleague, Roscarberry and Courtmacsherry). The RE Roadmap has identified centralised biomass plants for the generation of biogas, heat and power, as well as solar thermal systems as key element of the required energy production infrastructure. If the renewable energy industry is to be established close to Clonakilty town (and it needs to be close to the town to keep distribution network costs down) then additional zoning for industry will be required in addition to the one existing area to the west of the town. We recommend that the SEALAP consider creating specific ‘Green Industry Zoning’ to facilitate RE initiatives.

b) Identifying suitable routes for the installation of district energy networks for the distribution of renewable energy to residential users, businesses, public buildings, etc. in the form of biogas or heat. Designated 'RE Production Zones’ should be located in areas compatible with cost-effective connection to these energy networks and ongoing delivery of biomass fuels. The SEALAP should highlight the vital role of local authorities in contributing to a co-ordinated plan of infrastructure development to complement RE initiatives


c) Requiring that all residential and non-residential developments proposed for planning comply with (at a minimum) and ideally, exceed, the expected upgrade in Building Regulations Part L (Energy Conservation), by introducing a gradual increase in local building standards with a view to achieving energy neutrality by 2020 in the Clonakilty Sustainable Energy Zone. The SEALAP should require that all new and extensive retrofitting of residential and non-residential developments give due consideration to implementing  district energy networks, either by connection to an existing network, or setting up of a stand-alone network. This should be demonstrated by the submission of a feasibility study on renewable energy supply and district energy networks with their planning application.


d) Encouraging developments within the perimeter of Clonakilty town, Timoleague, Roscarberry and Courtmacsherry, to achieve a minimum density compatible with the cost-effective installation and operation of district energy networks
 
e) Paving  the way for the inclusion of the general areas identified in the RE Roadmap as suitable for wind energy development within the County Development Plan by designating them as 'strategic search areas'. A detailed map, available on request from Sustainable Clonakilty, indicates the general location of areas within the Clonakilty district suitable for wind energy production i.e. with wind speed above 8 m/s and an altitude above 100 m, not affected by exclusion zones such as special conservation areas, heritage, etc.
 
f) Committing to streamlining and accelerating authorisation procedures, notably in terms of planning, for the installation and operation of renewable energy developments within the area of interest.
2.2 
Transport


2.2.1
The Government’s SmarterTravel, A Sustainable Transport Future: A new transport policy for Ireland 2009-2020(2009) requires local authorities to prepare transport plans in line with the strategy (p.10). It  advocates several interventions aimed at reducing emissions and transport related energy usage, which are relevant to the SEALAP but not included in the draft plan. These include:
a. The encouragement of small scale retail, industrial, residential and other developments in villages, which ‘can contribute to the reduction in emissions by eliminating long commutes for some rural dwellers’ ( p32). While there is passing reference in the plan to retail outlets in villages, there is no explicit encouragement or incentivisation of such developments.
b. ‘Significant housing development in all towns must have good public transport connections and safe routes for walking and cycling’ to access connections to public transport and local amenities and to ensure that employment and residential centres are co-located (Smarter Travel, p. 33). While pedestrian and cycle routes are envisaged in the SEALAP for Dunmanway, Sherkin Island and Inchadoney Island, no such explicit provisions are indicated for other towns and villages in the electoral area, despite (i) acknowledgement (2.2.48) that ‘given the settlement patterns of the area the main opportunity to reduce reliance on car travel is by encouraging more housing developments in the main settlements and key villages and improved provision for walking and cycling facilities within all of the settlements’; and (ii) the fact that both Skibbereen and Clonakilty have been designated as cycling hubs under Fáilte Ireland’s new cycling strategy.
c. Requiring  local authorities to prepare plans ‘to retrofit areas towards creating sustainable neighbourhoods so that walking and cycling can be the best options for local trips, for example to reach local facilities such as shops and schools’ (Smarter Travel, p 34). No such retrofit plans are included in the SEALAP
d. ‘Provide better bus parking facilities in smaller towns and villages and bus shelters in rural areas’ (Smarter Travel, p40). No such plans are included in the SEALAP
e. ‘Support private and public sector initiatives to establish car club schemes in Ireland. We will also legislate to enable on-road parking spaces to be designated for car clubs through appropriate signage’. (Smarter Travel, p 45). No such plans are included in the SEALAP
f. The strategy includes the establishment of a national competition ‘to deliver outstanding examples of sustainable travel towns and rural areas’ (Smarter Travel, p.58). We recommend that Clonakilty would develop as such an outstanding example of sustainable travel, demonstrating to other towns what is possible.
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