Extract from the Sustainable Clonakilty Submission to the Clonakilty Draft Development Plan, which was submitted on 5 November 2007 to the Clonakilty Transport Plan
4.2. Commission Total Transport Plan

We recommend that the Council commission a total transport plan for the town that will assess current infrastructure and needs, project future demand for at least the next 20 years and define a long-term plan for all transport modes (including pedestrian, cycle, cars, buses, trains, etc.) within and to and from the town, Inchydoney Island, the Technology Park, Cork and access to the West.

4.3. Prioritise Pedestrian & Cycle

Within the town prioritize pedestrian and cycle mobility and control traffic through speed limits, curbs, etc.

4.4. Greenfield Sites

In all greenfield site planning:

4.4.1. Plan streets and roadways wider than current norms so that footpaths and cycle tracks can be incorporated

4.4.2. Ensure that houses are well set back from the road in order to facilitate future road widening and the insertion of pedestrian and cycle routes

4.4.3. Construction of the streets and all service facilities should be in place first and the residential houses later.

4.5. Provision of a Bypass for the Town

It is noted that the proposed bypass/relief road on Map 3A appears to join the existing Bypass at the intersection leading to the Quality Hotel and continues along in a westerly direction, exiting through the intersection that leads on past The Miles development. This section of road provides access to a large hotel and health centre, cinema, numerous businesses, the town waste management centre and several large new housing estates as well as a retirement centre. Pedestrian traffic is already endangered and we suggest two pedestrian crossings (see 4.5.4) on this section of road alone. In summary this section of the proposed bypass/relief road is not well positioned because it lies between major residential areas and frequently used amenities. We recommend that other alternatives be considered.

4.5.1. Ensure that the proposed bypass/relief road crossing the bay near the current GAA pitch has adequate flood control measures built in to cope with the likely consequences of projected global warming.

4.5.2. Encourage the establishment of an area of constant water on the town side of the proposed bypass/relief road of an adequate size to sustain wildlife. Rosscarbery’s inlet is, for instance, a beautifully clean and attractive asset to the town, as well as allowing wildlife to flourish.

4.5.3. While the projected relief/byass road on Map 3A will provide some advantages to the town (apart from our comments in 4.4 above) the existing "bypass" is already at full capacity, with bottlenecks at each end creates heavy congestion in the town at peak time. We recommend a ‘true bypass’ road be planned that lies completely outside town boundaries projected for the next twenty years.

4.6. Road Safety & Pedestrian Crossings

Our roads are busier than ever and the population has increased making road safety an important issue. We recommend that the Town Council:

4.6.1. Give urgent priority to making safe the dangerous intersection of the Bypass, Miles, and roads to Inchydoney and the recycling Centre.

4.6.2. Improve the uneven street surface on route to the William Houlihan Bridge from Sheehy’s and arrange lighting to make it a safer route at night.

4.6.3. Improve lighting on the Bypass road for the safety of the many who walk there at night, especially in the area of the Children’s playground where trees in leaf block street lighting from the footpath.

4.6.4. Install properly marked and lit pedestrian crossings in the following locations:

• On Western Road opposite Dunnes Stores

• On the bypass opposite Golden Meadows

• On the bypass opposite the street that leads to the Quality Inn, cinema and leisure centre.

• On the bypass opposite the entrance to Deasy’s car park

• On the bypass opposite the GAA pitch.

• On Strand Road opposite Super Valu

• On Pearse St opposite O’Donovan’s Hotel

• On Gaol street opposite Emmet Square

• On Western Road between Centra and the church.

4.6.5. Work with Cork County Council to expedite dedicated pedestrian and cycle access from town to the West Cork Technology Park.

4.6.6. Establish regular public transport between the Model Railway village and Inchydoney beach in summer to limit traffic on the beach road.

4.6.7. Open up a section of the Model Village car park to the public and develop the land adjacent to it to accommodate more cars and thus encourage people to park and walk or cycle to the beach

4.7. Sport, Recreation & Amenity

Exercise such as walking and cycling is an essential element in a healthy lifestyle. Children especially need encouragement to walk, run, play, fly kites, cycle and generally become more active. The elderly need more walkways in peaceful surroundings with level footpaths and frequent seats for resting mid journey. More recreational areas and improved cycle and pedestrian access to those that we do have, are needed. We recommend that the Town Council:

4.7.1. Work with Cork County Council to establish safe cycle and pedestrian access linking Clonakilty Town and Inchydoney Beach. (Refer to proposal already made by Sustainable Claonkilty)

4.7.2. Establish safe cycling routes within the town for children who wish to cycle to school by identifying and marking out appropriate routes in consultation with parents

4.7.3. Ensure safe and adequately lit walking and cycling routes within all new developments. Actively seek out opportunities to establish walking and cycling routes that do not follow the streets and roads

4.7.4. Provide open space for elderly or disabled people to take exercise in peaceful surroundings. Approach the management of Bushmount to see if its beautiful grounds (listed on the Town Plan as 0-05 open space, amenity but signposted ‘Private Grounds”) can be made available to the disabled and over 50’s for walking

4.7.5. Provide more public green areas of size sufficient to allow active and passive recreation within the town. When new lands are included within the town boundary, ensure planning provision is made for a large (5 or more hectares) predominantly flat area to be set aside for a public garden with walking and cycle trails and attractive planting and trees.

4.7.6. Redevelop and enlarge the library to be an extremely attractive community centre and café open 10am-7pm Monday to Saturday with free internet access, local information, newspapers and magazines. Have seating arranged conducive to chatting, a place where immigrants and newcomers can come and get to know others.

4.7.7. Establish a walk and cycle way linking Western Road to the Bypass though the area marked on Map 3 as R-17.

4.7.8. Provide an adequate walking/cycling path from Faxbridge roundabout to Ring to service local residents, tourists, bird watchers, etc.

Additional points 

Bus stops needed at each end of the town

Complex Intersection on the bypass leading to Lady’s Cross, Golden Meadows and Refuse transfer station is extremely dangerous at present – needs urgent attention.
